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Andrew LaMar
Congress’s Outrageous Failure to Act Means Deep Cuts to Medicare Payments that Jeopardize Health Care for Seniors
Payments will be slashed 21 percent on Monday, forcing many doctors to make tough decisions about whether to subsidize care or drop out of the program
Sacramento – The California Medical Association called on Congress to act immediately to prevent deep Medicare cuts scheduled to take effect Monday that would hamper senior citizens’ access to care and force physicians to contemplate turning away patients or dropping out of the program altogether.
“It’s unconscionable that Congress has not intervened to prevent this coming train wreck,” said Brennan Cassidy, MD, president of CMA. “America’s elderly, who have devoted their lives to working for this nation, deserve better treatment than this. Sadly, if these cuts take effect, senior citizens will have a tougher time getting access to a doctor because many physicians will not be able to afford to deliver care under Medicare.”

CMA has joined with the American Medical Association, AARP and other groups representing seniors and physicians to demand action. CMA has encouraged all its members to contact U.S. Sens. Barbara Boxer and Dianne Feinstein and their congressional representative. 

“For over a year, Congress has been debating ways to expand health care coverage,” Cassidy said. “It’s outrageous that Congress is now turning its back on seniors and telling them they don’t deserve the health care they have been receiving. Congress’s failure to act is a giant step backward in the national quest for health care.”

*** 

The California Medical Association represents more than 35,000 physicians in all modes of practice and specialties. CMA is dedicated to the health of all patients in California. 
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